CHAPTER I

How IN CHILDHOOD HE BEGAN TO SERVE GOD

THE illustrious and truly blessed life of Saint Boniface
the archbishop, and his character, consecrated partic-
ularly by imitation of the saints, as I have learned
them from the narratives of pious men, who, having
zealously attended upon his daily conversation and the
way of his piety, handed down to posterity as an ex-
ample those things which they heard or saw: this life
and character I seek, hindered as I am by the darkness
of knowledge, to interweave in the meagre warp of this
work and to present concisely in the plain garb of his-
tory; and from the beginning even unto the end, with
the most thorough investigation in my power, to reveal
the sanctity of his divine contemplation.

When, in the first bloom of boyhood,1 his mother had
weaned and reared him with a mother's wonted great
and anxious care, his father took exceeding great de-
light in his companionship, and loved him above his
brothers. But when he was about four or five years
old, it was his passion to enter God's service and to
study and toil over the monastic life continually,

1 We may reasonably suppose that the childhood of Boniface was
passed in southwestern England, not far from Exeter. However, the
statement that he was born at Crediton, in Devonshire, cannot be
traced further back than John de Grandisson, bishop of Exeter 1327-
69. Levison, Vitae Bonifatii, pp. xxix, 5, n. 2.